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The Batawa Development Corporation would like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday 
Season. As 2009 comes to a close we celebrate a year of renewal and partnerships in 
Batawa. The year began with another spectacular New Year’s Eve Torch Light Parade at 
the Ski Hill. Over 20,000 skier visits were realized last season and we expect to welcome 
more than 25,000 this season. Children delighted to collect maple sap on the hill this year 
which was boiled into syrup over an open fire. And the Easter Bunny was welcomed by 
hundreds of children who climbed the hill to find eggs. 

 

The remainder of the year was filled with events and activities including our Summer Solstice Celebration 
in June. We relived a nostalgic Homecoming celebration through the release of the Homecoming 
DVD. We showcased Batawa at Queen’s Park in February on the special invitation of MPP Lou Rinaldi. 
Trash Bash launched our spring clean up. Summer Day Camps ran for 8 weeks at the ski hill.  The 
Canadian Law Enforcement Games were held in part in Batawa. Horses wound their way through the 
trails to raise funds for the United Way. Both CFB Kingston and the Hastings & Prince Edward Regiment 
visited Batawa to hold military exercises. In November the Snow Ball Gala raised $5,000 for capital 
projects at the hill and celebrated the hill’s 50th year. And hundreds of kids came to Batawa to kick off the 
festive season at Frost Fest.   
 

We welcomed 2 new businesses to Batawa including the Eastern Ontario Sustainable Building Centre 
and Batawa Massage Therapy Centre. Renovations at the church included a new heating system and roof 
which demonstrated sustainability in action. Thanks to a strong community effort, Sacred Heart Catholic 
Elementary School will remain open and retain its Grades 7 & 8 students. We recognize it has been a 
tough economic year and our thoughts are with Invar employees and their families as the sad news of its 
closure was announced.  
 

2009 was about partnerships. Carleton University signed an MOU with the BDC to form a long-term 
partnership that will continue to bring various faculties to the village to assist with design and development 
projects. To date we have had teams of architecture and industrial design students visit and even make 
Batawa home as they worked on various projects. Thank you for welcoming them. 
 

The City of Quinte West continued its strong partnership with the BDC, starting work on the upgrades and 
expansion to the Batawa sewage treatment plant, securing funding and beginning the tendering process 
on the Batawa/Frankford water line, and starting work on the realignment of Highway 33 and the 
beginning of the Batawa Waterfront Trail. Cobbler’s Gate offered Sunday Brunches at the Ski Hill that 
featured local foods from the region and Batawa’s own community gardens. Quinte Beekeeper’s 
Association established a cooperative bee yard at the former Plant Manager’s house. Watch for Batawa 
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honey and beekeeping demonstrations in the coming year. The Ministry of Natural Resources collected 
seed acorns from a rare bumper crop on Plant Street this fall. The BDC worked with the Friends of the 
Trail to create an innovative plan for a waterfront trail and hosted the Hike Ontario Summit this fall.    	
 

Improvements to the community continued in subtle ways as we prepare for some significant development 
projects in 2010. We invested further in the Dino Dig, creating yet a more magical experience for children. 
And to encourage local children to document their “finds”, a Wildlife Viewing Board was placed in the town 
centre and used to report everything from deer sightings to ant escapades. Areas once prone to dumping 
now feature wildflower gardens. New Linden trees were planted in Linden Park to replace aging Chinese 
Elms. And community members themselves added more perennials to their gardens during our annual 
plant giveaway. 
 

The BDC team is looking forward to the year ahead and to working with the community and are partners 
to realize further progress 
�
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The Batawa Development Corporation, Batawa Ski Hill, TAB Mechanical, and Batawa Massage Therapy 
Clinic welcomed Batawa residents to a Holiday Open House on Wednesday December 16th. Residents 
enjoyed seeing what Batawa’s newest businesses have to offer and were delighted to hear that the ski hill 
would be opening in just days. Holiday treats, apple cider and coffee were enjoyed by all and poinsettias 
were awarded to Holiday Home Décor contest winners. Happy Holidays.   
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With 120 people in attendance the Batawa Ski Hill 
celebrated its 50th year during its “SnowBall” fundraiser 
Gala. The night featured an outstanding performance by 
“All You Need Is Love,” an exciting fashion show of 
vintage and contemporary ski wear and a gourmet meal 
prepared by Café E’s Chef Nelson Bridger. Over $5000 
was raised for capital projects at the hill. We look forward 
to seeing everyone next year. 
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Did You Know…… 
The Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Batawa 
blessed 7 prayer shawls in September, knitted by 
the Ladies of the Sacred Heart.  

 Mrs. Bata presenting  
 Breanna Wannamaker,  
 age 11, with an iPod  
 and framed copy of her  
 winning entry in the  
 Christmas colouring  
 contest. 

Batawa resident,   
firefighter and now   
Olympic torchbearer 
John Briscoe shows 
Sonja Bata the Olympic 
Torch he carried in the 
relay. 


